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The Intellectual environment

Development of Transnational Civil Society

Thomas Davies (2014): Three phases

» €.1860 to 1918 (end of WW1)
* 1919 to 1945 (end of WW?2)
* 1945 to present

IFLA founded in 1927, second phase

What came before?



La Belle Epoque
c.1880-1914):

Advances in arts,
literature, science,
and industrial
technology

“Modern” transport
facilitated
international travel.

Image: Wikimedia:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gare_Sai
nt-
Lazare_(Monet_series)#/media/File:CI
aude_Monet, The Gare_St-
Lazare,_1877.jpg




Can you read this?

Belle Epoque:
Communicating for peace
and progress

 lIdealistic internationalism

 International languages

 Peace movements. Treaties

« Rapid growth of science &
technology

« “Information overload” —

attempts at bibliographic control

Phenomenal growth of libraries
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« Some with archivists, antiquarians, booklovers

« Often in conjunction with an international
exposition

Poster advertising the Brussels International
Exposition, 1897

Image: Wikimedia,
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The ugly face of “international” WW1, 1914-1918
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Never again...

1920: League of
Nations set up at
Versailles Peace
Conference

1922: International
Committee on
Intellectual
Cooperation (ICIC)

1922: Subcommittee
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The League of
Nation’s Palais des
Nations under
construction in Geneva
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Who claims credit for founding IFLA?

« 1926: Proposal by Gabriel Henriot (France)
 at the International Library Congress in Prague, Czechoslovakia
« 1926: Matter pursued at the 1926 ALA Conference in Philadelphia, USA

« 1927: At the Library Association Conference in Scotland a motion was adopted to
set up the “International Library and Bibliographical Committee”

« 1929: At the World Congress of Libraries and Bibliography in Italy a federal
structure and set of Statutes were adopted and the name IFLA was finalized



Founding Resolution of the
“International Library and
Bibliographical Committee™, 20
September 1927, Edinburgh,
Scotland

The word “Bibliographical” was dropped at
insistence of the ICIC

, COITITUT LD,

Wo, the undersigned reprecentativec of National Library
Associations, in conference ot Ddinburgh, 30th Sept. 1927, adopt
the following recolution with the understending thot neither this
action nor any action vhich may hereaftor be token by the Committee
chall be binding on any netional library aogociation until ratified
by the Associoction.

1. Resolved that we horeby establich the Internationnal ILibrary
and Bibliographiocal Committeo.

2. The Committee ghell concist of members gelected by the
national library associaztions which rotify this action. There shall
be from each country only one designated member with the right to
vote, but with him nay be acsociatéd adjoint delegates.

3. Tho dutioc of the Committee chall be to select the tinme
and place for international library conferencod ond, with the
s:-oporation of local committecs, to propare prograns for such
conferences; and to maie investigations and reconmendations
concerning international reclations betveen libraries, organizations
of librarians and bibliographerdc, end other egencies.

4, International library confercncec ghall be held at least
once in five ycars. Phe first confercnce to be convened hy this
Cormittee chall be held in 1929 or 193C. Plenary sessions of the
Committoe rust bo hold in connection vith cach international library
cenference. Other cessions may be helld at the call of the
Chairman and must be held when roquested by one-third of the
Committoee. Tho first plonary scssion of the Comittee shall be

belé within onc year from this dote.



Signed by
Signatories of the Resolution

Aagtvia Dr. Uhlendahl

Bl xdom Prore wvan Kolken

21 delegates

15 library associations

15 countries

One lady

One non-Western country
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Can ada Italy Ttoly Vincenzo Fago
China Netherlands el 13 2neln Inthe
Czechoslovakia Norway ey

Denmark
France

Holl ol L. dc Clereq

Sweden Switzerian Horrmann Dacher
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INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS

STATUTES.

Sec. 1. The name of this organisation shall be the International Federation of Library Associations.

Sec. 2. The object of the Federation shall be to promote international library cooperation.

Sec. 3. Members of the Federation shall be those Library Associations of national (or wider)
scope which approve these resolutions and which comply with such other provisions as are adopted
from time to time.

Sec. 4. The affairs of the Federation shall be administred by the International Library Committee;
this committee shall consist of representatives selected by associations which are members of the Feder-
ation. There shall be from each country only one designated member or substitute with the right to
vote. But with him may be associated delegates. Delegates are elected for a period not exceeding 5
years but are ligible for reelection

Sec. 5. The duties of the Committee shall be to select the time and place for international
library conferences and with the cooperation of local committees to prepare programs for such con-
ferences; and to make investigations and recommendations concerning international relations between
libraries, organizations of librarians and bibliographers and other agencies.

Sccl 6. International library conferences shall be held at least once in five years. Plenary

sessions of the Committee must be~held in connection with each international library conference. Other——

sessions may be held at the call of the Chairman and must be held when requested by one third of
the Committee.

Sec. 7. The Committee shall have power to appoint sub-committees from its own membership or
from the membership of any of the cooperating library associations.

Sec. 8. The officers of the Federation and of the Committee shall be a President, two Vice
Presidents and a Secretary. These officers shall constitute, the, executive heard cand shall be elected by
the committee for a term to expigé. not later than twelvé months afier the close of each congress.
The Secretary may be, but need not be, a member of the Committee designated by some national
association. He shall have the right to vote.

Vacancies on the Executive Committee shall-be filled by the Committee,”

Sec. 9. Annual dues for each member Association shall be fixed at a rate between 25 and
fifty centimes (Swiss) for each member of that association or on a basis of 5 or 10°|, of the receipts
from membership dues of the associatons, but shall not 'be more than 2.500 francs (Swiss) for any
association. Dues shall be payable to the Secretary on or before March | for each calendar year.

The amount of the dues will form the budget of the Association.

Sec. 10. Any association may withdraw from the Federation if its dues for that year have been paid.

Sec. 11. By-laws may be adopted by the Committee.

Sec. 12. Resolutions adopted by the Committee or by any Congress held under its auspices shall
not be binding on any member association until ratified by that association.

Horeme=25 June 1929,
VM Ij

First IFLA Statutes

Adopted in Venice, 1929
(One page)

Delegates received in an audience by Pope Pius Xl
Photo: IFLA (Guerrini & Speciale 2012)



IFLA’'s Gradual evolution

* The International Library Committee (ILC)
* |[FLA's executive. Met annually
 International conference every 5 years

* |IFLA generally known as the International
Library Committee

* International congresses faded into the
background

« Larger ILC meetings — IFLA conferences



The “Gentlemen”

Well fed, privileged international travellers

FEDERATION Nucleus of international leaders
INTERNATIONALE Well connected, in ICIC committees
DES ASSOCIATIONS DE Got things done
BIBLIOTHECAIRES

Formal dinner at Stockholm ILC session, 1930 (Photo: IFLA)
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CONFERENCE DE STOCKHOLM
20—21 AOUT 1930

I

DINER
AU GRAND RESTAURANT DE L’EXPOSITION

A
LE MERCREDI 20 AOUT




The League of Nations Connection

International

Committee for
Subcommittee on <« Intellectual
Bibliography & Libraries Cooperation

—» (1922-1930) & Committee

The International Institute of
Intellectual Cooperation

Installed in the Palais Royal, Paris, in 1926
Image: Wikipedia

of Library Experts (1927-)

|

International Library
Committee (IFLA)

1927 pLa Secretary
General
T.P. Sevensma

Tietse Pieter Sevensma (1879-1966)
P. Herfst artist

League of Nations
Geneva

\/
League of Nations Library

Chief Librarian
T.P. Sevensma



Les Actes/Proceedings

« Annual meetings of ILC (IFLA)
* Proceedings printed & published

e Substantial content:
 List of delegates
» Group photo
Opening address
Communications
Subcommittee reports
Country reports

« Sharing professional knowledge

-
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES ASSOCIATIONS DE BIBLIOTHECAIRES
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS
INTERNATIONALER VERBAND DER BIBLIOTHEKAR-VEREINE
FEDERAZIONE INTERNAZIONALE DELLE ASSOCIAZIONI DEI BIBLIOTECARI

COMITE INTERNATIONAL
DES BIBLIOTHEQUES
4™ Session

CHELTENHAM (Angleterre)
29-31 Aout 1931

A CUEZESS

GENEVE
IMPRIMERIE ALBERT KUNDIG

1031




What the "gentlemen” achieved

* IFLA gradually became an organized INGO

« Programme of professional action (not merely a
series of conferences)

« Annual meetings, set up committees, regular
reporting

* Represented the library field Internationally

» Collaborative projects with the ICIC/IIIC i.a. on
standardization issues

« Significant sharing of professional knowledge



What happened to IFLA
during WW2?

« IFLA did not “disband”.

* |ILC could not meet

« Sevensma under Nazi occupation

« President Godet and Assistant Secretary
Breycha-Vauthier in neutral Switzerland

* |FLA Secretariat kept operating

« Active in international committees to aid

prisoners of war




End of Part 1




